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In addition, the grant confirmed that our work
is absolutely necessary and is highly valued by
our colleagues and by conservation donors.

Under the resolution of the Government of
the Astrakhan Region, the Stepnoi reserve's
87,000  hectare  area  is  split  into  two  zones;  a
zone for sustainable land use (34,000 ha) and a
zone for saiga conservation and reproduction
(53,000 ha) where livestock grazing is
completely forbidden. In July 2012, the
Stepnoi reserve received a Certificate from the
Russian Federation giving it the unlimited right
of use of the land in the 53,000 hasaiga
conservation zone. This enables us to ensure
that the saigas are not disturbed by human
activities in this zone.
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