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SCA helps create new ‘Saigachy’ reserve
In 2008, we began working with
local partners and NGOs to create
a safe haven for saigas and other
wildlife in Uzbekistan. Financial
support from Disney Wildlife
Foundation allowed us to work
with local people to ensure their
needs were taken into account as
we surveyed the region – sampling
watering holes and monitoring how
saigas and other wildlife use specific
areas of the park. This allowed us to
locate important areas and define
the park’s boundaries.
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In 2015 the process was completed, and
the Uzbek government announced the
‘Saigachy’ reserve, the largest protected
area in Uzbekistan, covering
7,000 square km (2,700 square
miles). Under the watchful eye
of specially trained rangers we
hope that saigas will once again
be able to migrate safely through
the park to Kazakhstan, providing
access to important mating and
calving sites.

Hands-on conservation
with saiga puppet show

Young Conservation Leaders
Each year, with generous funding from WCN
donors, we support the next generation
of conservationists through our Young
Conservation Leaders awards. These grants
allow young people to carry out grass-roots
conservation projects and receive mentoring
from the SCA.
In Kazakhstan, four
young children and
their teacher will
be carrying out an
inspirational program
of fun, educational
saiga conservationthemed events in
their school.

JOIN US!

To raise awareness of saiga conservation,
Aitbaeva Aigul’ Maratovna, from Russia,
will work with local steppe wildlife clubs,
visiting local villages, putting on shows
and talks, and handing out copies of her
“Amazing Nomad” booklet.
In Mongolia, young
scientist Munkhnast
Dalannast has been
awarded a grant to
carry out essential
scientific work
into saiga watering
holes. This will
help guide effective
protected area
management.

Visit www.saiga-conservation.org and become a member
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Kazakh rangers receive essential equipment
through WCN funding
Thanks to generous donations from WCN
supporters, the SCA – in conjunction with
in-country partner the
Association for the Conservation of Biodiversity in
Kazakhstan (ACBK) – is
supporting two protected
areas in Kazakhstan (Altyn
Dala and Irgiz-Torgay) by
providing rangers with
essential anti-poaching
equipment. These reserves

are critical areas for saiga calving and
migration. Poaching pressure is high
and poachers are well
equipped, so the rangers
desperately needed our
help. We were delighted
to equip them with
photographic and
video cameras, laptops,
binoculars, GPS systems,
tents and sleeping bags –
over 92 items in total!

This equipment is already helping rangers
improve their patrols and monitor vast
steppe areas to prevent poaching.

Update on 2015’s mass saiga die-off
Analyses of samples from the catastrophic
mass die-off of saiga in May 2015, when
over 200,000 animals died, show that
Pasteurella multocida bacteria caused the

deaths through haemorrhagic septicaemia.
Not only tragic for the saiga population,
this was also an extraordinary biological
event, as the level of mortality in affected
herds reached an unprecedented 100%.
An expedition of international researchers,
local NGO the ACBK, and park rangers this
year followed the same route as the saigas
during their migration – from south to
north Kazakhstan. They took samples of
soil, vegetation and water to identify
factors which may have provided conditions
for the bacteria to become so prevalent –
and so deadly for the saigas.

From conservationists to actors!

As is the saiga summer camp
tradition, we once again introduced
children to a fun educational
activity: the puppet show!
Throughout the week, children
took part in a series of sessions
to learn the basics of puppeteering,
gain hands-on experience, and
make their own puppets.
After just after a few lessons,
our puppeteers came up with
an original play about magic
saigas, evil poachers and
friendship, finally putting
on a striking performance.

GET INVOLVED!

Scientists are currently analyzing these
samples and taking account of historic
and climatic factors noted at the time,
such as rapid changes in temperature
and the effect of flooding on minerals
and nutrients in the soil, and bacterial
levels on vegetation.
This population lost almost 90% its
animals, and overall the world lost over
60% of its remaining saigas. This tragic
mass die-off highlights the importance of
protecting the remaining critically endangered
saigas from other ongoing threats.

Adopt a Saiga!
Have you ever thought about adopting a
Saiga? Well now you can, and all funds
raised go to help conserving this beautiful
endangered species. Visit the shop on our
new website to find out more.
The package includes your own cuddly saiga
plush, a photo, a certificate of adoption and
regular updates via our Saiga News and
Seasonal updates newsletters. You’ll also
receive
news from
the field
and SCA
initiatives.

Visit www.saiga-conservation.org to see how you can help!

Conservation through art
Wildlife artist and environmental educator
Rory McCann has just finished painting
his third Saiga-themed mural – this time
in a school in Kalmykia, Russia!

At the end of Rory’s two weeks with
them, the school children were left with
a beautiful mural…and a new-found passion
for saiga conservation!

Rory’s gift of being able to inspire and
engage young people – through his art
and wildlife-themed talks – is helping us
spread the saiga conservation message
in Central Asia, and creating the next
generation of passionate conservationists.

Your donations to WCN make visits such
as these possible.

Our heartfelt thanks go to the Houston
Zoo and its web guru, Kara Masharani,
for designing a totally new SCA website.
She created a wonderful, modern looking
site which is a joy to visit.

The website is updated constantly
with new information, so if you’ve ever
wondered why saigas change color in
winter, how a mural can help conserve
saigas in Uzbekistan, or how satellite
technology is helping save saigas, why
not visit our new website and find out?

SCA Small Grants Awards
It will highlight historical works illustrating
how entwined saigas are in the cultural
heritage of local people.

The Stepnoi Sanctuary in Russia covers
over 10,000 hectares, with several thousand saigas calling it home. We will be
funding a new portacabin which will act
as a hub for visiting scientists, filmmakers
and conservationists. This will support
the sanctuary’s growing reputation as a
center for science and conservation of
saigas and other wildlife in the region.
Bibigul Sarsenova will work with local
Steppe Wildlife Clubs in Kazakhstan to
identify the causes of poaching in the
region and the attitudes local people
hold towards saigas. This knowledge will
inform her targeted eduction campaign
focused on the challenges facing saigas.
She will also host guided tours of the
new saiga captive breeding center.
Finally, a Russian group will develop an
informative booklet to inspire conservation.

DONATE!

www.saiga-conservation.org

It’s packed with stunning images,
interesting saiga-facts, and the latest
news about our exciting projects –
past, present and future.

During his stay the children performed
saiga-themed plays, held poetry readings
and attended painting sessions with
him. Some even joined him in painting
elements of the mural.

This year we’re funding three exciting
projects by local conservationists within
the saiga’s range, thanks to a generous grant
from the Convention on Migratory Species.

Visit our
awesome
new website!

Your support is crucial for the saiga!

Inspiring training
in California

This summer, Natalya and Olya from SCA
Uzbekistan travelled to California to join
San Diego Zoo Global’s (SDZG) “Teacher
Workshops in Conservation Science.”
The event connected conservation educators
from all around the world, providing a
platform for sharing and observing Zoo
educational programs and research.
Fascinated and inspired, Natalya and Olya
immediately put their new knowledge into
action during our saiga kid’s camp, introducing new wildlife activities and a saiga
booklet designed by SDZG.
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YOU can make a difference!
Support Wildlife Clubs – Environmental education for children
Establishing Wildlife Clubs in villages associated with saiga poaching allows children to have
fun while learning to value their own natural heritage.
a. $70 provides a child with everything they need to take part in club activities for a year,
including notebooks, pens and a uniform.
b. $170 buys a refurbished laptop so children can take part in international environmental
competitions and on-line training.
c. $1500 buys essential field equipment (tents, binoculars, cameras, transportation),
so children can take part in eco-camps and engage with their natural environment.
d. $2500 supports our wildlife artist and environmental educator to visit a school in
Mongolia to carry out a mural project

Support rangers to monitor and protect saigas

It is essential to protect the remaining saiga populations from poaching, which is their
greatest threat. Help us support the dedicated ranger teams to combat this crime.
a. $80 buys enough gasoline for rangers to run motorbike patrols for a season.
b. $200 buys a pair of high-powered binoculars so rangers can spot saigas from a distance.
c. $250 buys an infra-red camera, essential to help locate poachers who operate at night.
d. $800 to equip rangers with protective clothing to keep them safe during their
dangerous patrols.

Support grass-roots conservation projects

Our Young Conservation Leaders Awards (YCL) and Small Grants Program (SGP) support
conservation actions at a local level, inspiring and engaging people who may otherwise
not have access to funding and support for their projects.
a. $1000 sponsors a Young Conservation Leader to carry out their saiga conservation
project.
b. $500 enables us to create, translate and disseminate materials relating to SGP
and YCL projects to saiga conservationists in other countries.
c. $4000 supports one Small Grant Program in either a saiga range state, or a country
which trades in saiga derivatives.

To make a donation to
support Saiga Conservation:
•

•

•

Wildlife Conservation
Network

Saiga Conservation
Alliance

Visit www.wildnet.org. Click on “Donate”
then select “Saigas” in the “Where needed
most” pull-down
Make check payable to “Wildlife
Conservation Network” and send to:
WCN. 25745 Bassett Lane. Los Altos CA, 94022
(Be sure to write on the check that the
donation is for Saigas.)
Visit us at www.saiga-conservation.org
Graphic design by Mike Bromberg
www.designbymike.com

The Saiga Conservation Alliance is a
collaborative network of scientists
and conservationists who work within
saiga range states and internationally.
Committed to restoring saiga antelope
populations to levels which enable it
to play its full role in the ecological and
human landscape, we promote and
support the species’ intrinsic, cultural
and economic value by carrying out
research, conservation actions and
capacity building. We are a registered
charity in England and Wales – 1135851.
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